198	NOTES
page 135. 26. Minos: with his brother Rhadamanthus and his half-brother Aeacus, the judges of the dead in Hades.
page 136. 7. mine would not dare be cruel: yet after the capture of Syracuse he was not able to restrain his soldiers from plunder—a case which he considered exceptional.
25, 26. The time may come, Hannibal: the downfall of Carthage began with the defeat of Hasdrubal (Hannibal's brother) at the Metaurus (207) ; Hannibal himself was crushingly defeated at Zama (in N. Africa) by Scipio (202). After peace was made Hannibal left Carthage, and took refuge with Pmsias, king of Bithynia ; but as the Romans demanded his surrender, he took poison in 183.
page 137. S, 9. thy glory will not let thee refuse it to the piety -o; my family: the Romans believed that unless the funeral rites were duly performed there could be no rest for the spirit before 100 years.
16, 17. they are Tuscans: the Tuscans (or Etrurians) were a people
whose origin is doubtful: they appear to have been unrelated to the
Romans.	*
29. He would have shared my fate . . . and has not: Marcellus is doubly grateful, in that his son was willing to face death, and yet escaped it,
METELLUS AND MARIUS
Caius Caecilius Metellus was the fourth and youngest son of a very powerful family: He served as tribune before Numantia, where Scipio said of him 'if his mother had given birth to a fifth child, she would have brought forth an ass'. He became consul in 113 b.c., and obtained a triumph for his victories over the Thracians. But Landor, following Scipio's remark, greatly underrates him.
Gaius Marius (157-87 b.c.) was seven times consul, though at the time of the Conversation he was serving in his first campaign, which ended in the fall of Numantia. He entered the army with no advantage of connexion, and would have risen slowly had not Scipio noted his regularity and good morals.
Subsequently Marius became leader of the popular party, and it was from him, that his nephew, Julius Caesar, derived his sympathy for the popular cause. At the end of this dialogue Landor makes Marius predict his supremacy over the aristocracy, a prophecy fulfilled by the massacres which he perpetrated in the last year of his life.
page 138. 15. What seest thou: Marius has climbed the ladder and is looking down into the city.
30.    Cereate:   'The farm of Marius, near Arpinum'   (Landor's note).
page 141. 2.7, 28. Hopet Caius Marius, to become a tribune: i.e. mili-t^ry tribune ; such officers were not generally 'raised from, the ranks' (which would be ihe modern equivalent). Metellus himself was of this rank.

